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agenda
MEMBERSHIP MEE TING

6 may 2019

1 |  Opening Devotions and Welcome
 

2 |  Minutes of Fall Membership Meeting, November 
 Aaron Schat
 Motion 1: Be it resolved that the membership approve the minutes of the November 5, 2018 Fall  
 Membership meeting.

3 |  Years of Service
 Nathan Siebenga
 James Apers (25)

4 |  Principal’s Report 
 Nathan Siebenga/Duncan Todd

5 |  Affirmation of Board of Director Nominees
 Aaron Schat 
	 Motion	2:		Be	it	resolved	that	the	ballots	for	the	affirmation	of	new	board	members	be		 	 	
 destroyed.

6 |  2019-2020 Budget Proposal Presentation 
 Sherry Osinga

7 |  Budget Questions & Motion 3 
 Ed Mafa
 Motion 3: Be it resolved that the membership approve the proposed 2019-2020 budget as   
	 circulated	with	the	agenda.

8 |  Miscellaneous  
 Aaron Schat
 Note: Limited to items pre-authorized by the chairperson.

9 |  Closing & Transition to The Voice 
 Nathan Siebenga
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5 |  2017-2018 Financial Statements
Sherry Osinga (Director of Finance) presented the 2017-2018 
financial statements.  Doug Sluys (Board Member / Finance 
Committee Liaison) fielded questions from the floor.
 
Motion:  Be it resolved that the membership approve the 2017-2018 
Financial Statements as circulated with the agenda. 
Moved, Seconded, Carried (Tina Vandyk, Lorraine Grypstra)

Motion: Be it resolved that the chartered accountants Millard, Rouse 
& Rosebough be appointed to audit the financial statements for 
the Hamilton Association for Christian Education Inc. for the period 
ending August 31, 2019.  
Moved, Seconded, Carried (Chris French, Kevin Bouwers)

6 | appreciation to retiring board members 
Allan expressed appreciation to Doug Sluys and Brenda Bruekelman 
for their service on the Board of Directors.

7 |  miscellaneous
Allan invited questions from floor - none received.
Note: Limited to items of 2 minutes in length or as pre-authorized by the 
chairperson. 

8| Closing and Transition to the Voice 
Allan concluded the meeting with prayer and invited the member-
ship to stay for “The Voice” where an update was presented on the 
campus renewal vision initiative.

M E M B E R S H I P  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S  |  6  N O V E M B E R  2018

1 |  devotions & welcome
Welcome: Allan Buist (Board Chair) called the meeting to order at 
7:30pm and welcomed a full house of members to the evening’s 
meeting. The senior vocal class led opening devotions in song; Steal 
Away; a traditional spiritual, and then taught/led the membership 
in singing the same in rounds.

2 |  minutes of spring meeting
Allan facilitated a review of the Spring membership meeting min-
utes.

Motion: Be it resolved that the membership approve the minutes 
of the May 7, 2018 membership meeting. 
Moved, Seconded, Carried (Phil Teeuwsen, Carla Teeuwsen)

3 |  principal’s report
Nathan Siebenga (Principal) provided an update to the member-
ship, highlighting a number of ways that the school community 
continues to try and live into the vision, mission and values at 
HDCH.

4 |  voting for board of directors
Allan introduced 3 board member candidates to the members. 
Ballots were distributed and following a count Allan announced the 
affirmation of all 3 candidates.

Motion: Be it resolved that the ballots for the affirmation of new 
board members be destroyed.  
Moved, Seconded, Carried (Doug Sluys, Owen Webb)
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Serving a faithful God

PRINCIPAL HIGHLIGHTS

As	the	buds	begin	to	break	the	shackles	of	winter,	
we	are	reminded	that	we	serve	a	faithful	God	
who	is	revealed	to	us	season	after	season,	year	

after year. 

With	the	reverence	of	Good	Friday	and	the	bursting	
forth	of	Easter	Sunday	still	in	close	in	our	rearview	mir-
rors,	we	drive	forward	into	the	hope	of	living	in	a	life	of	
the resurrection. 

We	also	acknowledge	and	know	that	God	reveals	himself	
through the seasons of our life and the seasons of the 
school’s life. And this year has been no different, as the 
Principal of HDCH, I am excited to share that our mission 
is	alive	and	well	and	our	students	and	that	these	chil-
dren are blessed every day by the learning that happens 
within	our	four	walls.	

I	continue	to	be	impressed	with	the	staff	at	HDCH	as	we	
continue	to	develop	in	our	ability	to	make	a	Christian	life	and	worldview	into	something	that	sticks	with	our	students.	
I	am	impressed	by	how	our	teachers	call	our	children	to	learn	more	about	themselves,	about	God’s	good	creation,	and	
about	how	they	can	respond	to	that	creation.	Projects,	assignments,	conversations,	observations,	all	of	these	are	part	of	
a	day	of	learning	for	a	student	at	HDCH.	And	all	of	these	individual	experiences	and	events	are	framed	within	the	con-
text	that	we	are	characters	in	God’s	grand	story	for	Creation.	Our	work	at	HDCH	is	to	uncover	the	gifts	of	our	students	
through	their	learning	so	that	they	might	see	their	place	in	God’s	grand	Story.		

Pray	for	us	as	well	keep	at	this	mission,	pray	for	us	as	we	continue	to	cultivate	character	through	learning	so	that	our	
students	ultimately	serve	God	in	all	that	they	do.	

I	look	forward	to	seeing	you	at	the	meeting	on	May	6th	as	we	make	decisions	that	will	forward	this	mission.	

Be	well,	

Nathan 
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FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

FINANCE REPOR T

I	am	pleased	to	report	that	enrollment	remains	stable	and	the	quadrant	tuition	structure	is	working	well.	We	continue	
to	be	able	to	keep	keeping	class	sizes	below	public	standard	(the	HDCH	average	class	size	is	21	students).	Professional	
development of our educators continues to be an important ongoing initative. It is notable that as our Bursary program 
continues	to	be	a	prioroty,	we	have	implemented	an	online	Bursary	application	program	to	help	streamline	the	
process.	Capital	projects	are	a	lower	priotity	at	this	time.

~ Sherry Osinga, Director of Finance 

I hope you have been blessed by the arrival 
of	spring	and	the	beauty	and	renewal	we	
see around us at this time of year. I also 

hope that Easter has stimulated in you a 
sense	of	amazement	and	gratitude	at	what	
Christ endured for our forgiveness and 
salvation.

As	we	enter	the	final	months	of	this	academic	
year, HDCH continues to experience both 
constancy	and	change.		One	constant	is	our	
steadfast commitment to the vision of Bible-
based,	Christ-centred	education	on	which	
HDCH	was	founded	generations	ago.		Another	
constant is a staff that is committed to the 
formation and learning of the students that 

have been entrusted to them.  

And	yet	in	the	midst	of	this	constancy	are	some	changes	in	how	this	vision	is	achieved.		One	significant	change	that	has	
been	recently	announced	is	the	change	to	the	leadership	of	HDCH,	with	the	appointment	of	Duncan	Todd	as	Principal	
and	the	transition	of	Nathan	Siebenga	into	a	new	role	focused	on	strategic	initiatives	and	leadership	development.		

Another	significant	change	that	we	continue	to	consider	as	the	Board	and	community	of	HDCH	involves	campus	and	
building	renewal.		At	the	most	recent	membership	meeting	in	the	Fall,	you	had	the	opportunity	to	hear	an	update	
about	the	plans	for	a	potential	new	school	building.		At	the	upcoming	meeting,	you	will	have	the	opportunity	to	hear	
about	a	financial	model	being	considered	for	funding	the	proposed	building.		You	will	also	hear	updates	from	the	
leadership	team	and	have	the	opportunity	to	review	and	approve	the	budget	for	the	upcoming	year.

As	a	board,	we	need	and	value	your	input	as	we	seek	to	be	good	stewards	of	HDCH	and	its	vision	for	Christian	
education.  Please come to this meeting to hear about these plans and share your input and feedback.  We look 
forward	to	seeing	you	there.



5

appendix1



6



7


